
THE CASE FOR SIMPLICITY

Why getting rid of complication from your money can 
help you build a more secure future

A Simplified Money eBook



Sadly, like Fred and Barney, Yogi and Boo-Boo, 
complication and pensions do tend to follow each 
other around. 

From the special language and acronyms used to 
describe the most common of ideas, to the myriad 
of rules and products, options and investment 
features. Everywhere you look, there’s another layer 
of complexity making it difficult to understand what’s 
going on. 

It’s little wonder most people consider the subject…
well…a bit dull.

But we have good news. None of this needs to be 
dull. Complication is not necessary for a successful 
retirement plan. In fact, it is often the enemy. And 
simplifying things is one of the most effective ways to 
improve your potential. Today.

Which is why we’ve written this eBook. To help show 
you why a bit of simplicity in your money could help 
you finally get a handle on things. Help you feel more 
secure about your future. 

Hey, who knows. Perhaps we can even help you get 
excited about it.

For anyone who has ever found the
subject of retirement planning complicated



Don’t get sidetracked by all those options and rules 
and features. They are mostly noise.

Retirement planning is simply the process of saving 
what you need to live the life you want. Your number. 
In three pots. In this order of priority:
 
• Income for today
• A pot for a rainy day 
• A pot for tomorrow.

If you are not yet on target to achieve your number, 
that means you need to save more. The difference 
between what you have and what you need, is how 
much.

And that’s it.

Simplicity makes 
money easier to 
understand

Don’t get sidetracked by all those options and rules 
and features. They are mostly noise.

Retirement planning is simply the process of saving 
what you need to live the life you want. Your number. 
In three pots. In this order of priority:
 
• Income for today
• A pot for a rainy day 
• A pot for tomorrow.

If you are not yet on target to achieve your number, 
that means you need to save more. The difference 
between what you have and what you need, is how 
much.

And that’s it.

Simplicity makes 
money easier to 
understand



“Simplicity is the ultimate
sophistication”

Leonardo da Vinci 
Italian Rennaisance Artist , Scientist, Engineer & Inventor



When someone starts waffling on about tax relief and 
allowances and premium holidays and mid rates net of 
inflation….zzzzz…. 

(Yes, we also switch off.)

Pensions have their own language. It can take years to 
become fully acquainted with all of it. And that feels like a 
barrier you have to jump before you can properly engage. 

But actually, you don’t have to. Simplify everything and 
the need for most of that language – and for an expert to 
interpret it for you – all but disappears.

Because you can then distill it all down to what you need. 
And nothing more. Ignore the rest. And get on with life.

Simplicity gets rid of barriers



Unfortunately, lots of layers of complication can very quickly cloud your view. Which 
can make it difficult for you to clarify what exactly is going on.

Can you see all the different features and options and processes and risks that are 
being managed in that engine under the bonnet of your plan? Do you know what all 
of them are? Because, if not, how can you tell which are actually adding value for you? 

Or what you’re paying out - in time and money - on stuff you don’t need... 

Strip back to only what’s necessary and you’ll not only feel confident that your 
entire plan is working for your benefit, you’ll also be able to see how that’s happening 
for yourself.

Simplicity brings
greater transparency



“The art of being wise is the art of
knowing what to overlook”

William James
American Philosopher & Psychologist



The three most important factors in achieving your retirement number are:

• Start saving
• Keep saving regularly
• (and keep the fees low)

Without simplification in your retirement plan, you can get distracted, perhaps even 
worried. All the tips and suggestions, offers and alternatives that are thrown at you. 
By the media, by providers, by advisers. It’s very easy to get confused. 

And to be in constant fear you are missing out.

But simplify everything? Then you have the confidence to step back from those 
distractions. To see the wood from the trees. And focus your time on how make the 
most of what matters.

Simplicity helps you focus 
on what’s important



Invariably, complication costs money. 

It might be an explicit cost. For built-in processing, dealing, 
switching, research, advice. Or there could be an opportunity cost. 
The various tasks which eat into your valuable leisure time.

If you have time for the process of learning, or enjoy a bit of 
stock-picking, then perhaps the complication is worth paying for. 
And maybe it could even pay off in your favour later on.

But if not? 

Then you could be missing out. Through unnecessary fees that 
should be increasing the value of your tomorrow Or time that 
could be spent more enjoyably, making life feel better today.

Simplicity improves your potential
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Our lives are all subject to occasional change. 

Some are planned for: children, marriage, job changes. 
Others are unexpected, perhaps even distressing. 

What they have in common is they prompt a review in 
your plan. The need, or perhaps opportunity to realign.

In either event, the last thing you’ll want is stress. So an 
agile, easy to amend plan would be a great asset. 

Rather than missing out because your plan is like an oil 
tanker; needing three tug boats and a temporary pilot 
on board to turn it around. 

Simplicity can be 
easily adapted
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The amazing thing about simplicity is, once 
you’ve achieved it, you don’t need much in the 
way of help to keep things going. Because you can 
see what needs doing. And it’s simple to get those 
things done.

Imagine. No more anxiety. No more worry. 
Confidence about the future. Clarity on what you 
need to do. Back in control. 

Finally able to get on with enjoying today.

Simple isn’t quite the the same as easy. But that’s 
mainly because it can be intimidating thinking about 
how to distil such a massive range of options down 
into one single idea. 

However, when you get into the detail, it really isn’t 
that difficult. And even if you are still a little reticent, 
that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try. 

The transformation it can bring about is too valuable.

Simplicity can bring about a transformation



“Simple can be harder than complex... But it’s 
worth it in the end. Because once you get there, 

you can move mountains”

Steve Jobs
American Businessman & Investor



A pension is a long term investment. The fund value may fluctuate and can go down. Your eventual income 
may depend upon the size of the fund at retirement, future interests rates and tax.

Simplified Money Ltd is an appointed representative of The On-Line Partnership Limited which is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Simplified Money Ltd is registered in England, no: 

9740076; Registered Head Office 7/8 Eghams Court, Boston Drive, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire SL8 5YS

Hopefully, this has helped you understand why we 
advocate simplicity. And of course, if you’d like help 
to get started on your own plan, we are here to help.

We will look at who you are, your values and what you 
are trying to achieve. We will offer different scenarios 
for your future and enable you to see the impact of 
various decisions you might make.

We will then align your money with that vision. In an 
easy to access, low cost plan. Make recommendations 
for top ups you might make. And leave you with an 
action plan to help you focus on what to do next. 

Then we let you get on with it.

And the first step is a simple call. A 10 minute, no 
obligation chat. To find out about each other. 

To book yours, scan this code or visit us online at 
www.simplified-money.co.uk

If you would like to get started



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME
We hope you found this helpful. 

If there is anything else we can do to help, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch


